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HEN this Diſcourſe was 
preached, I had not the leaſt 
* 8 | Thought of its ever being 

eo publiſhed; and it now goes 
Into the World, not becauſe. 


many who heard it were pleaſed to ap- 


prove it, but becauſe ſume of the Perſons, 
againſt whom ſeveral Parts of it were 


levelled, very ſeverely condemned it, and 
expected that either my Sermon ſhould be 


printed, or my Doctrine publickly re- 


canted; and that in the Abbey-Church 
where it was preached. It is not, there- 
fore, Vanity which has induced me, but 
: Neceſſity which has compelled me to pub= 
liſh it. My Doctrine has been charged 
with being falſe, and contrary to Scrip= 
ure; but as I ſee no Reaſon for ſo hea» 
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yy a Charge, I have nothing elſe to wiſh, 
' but that my Sermon could recommend it 
ſelf as well in other Neſpects, as, I hope, 


it will be able to ſtand its Ground in 


| this. Had I been cenſured by ty Ad- 
verſaries at Bath only, I might have 
. thounht my ſelf leſs obiiged to take No- 


tice of them, but as their Clamour a= 


 gainſt me ſtopped not there, but mouſtri- 
oi'fly purſued me to the Country and 
Neighbourhood where JI live,” I coula no 
longer heſitate in Regard to the Vind- 


cation of my Dottrine, but immediately 


reſolved to appeal to the Publick ; that 


every unpreuaiced Ferſon may judge, 


whether ] hade perverted Scripture, or 


they unjuſtly reflected on the Conſlrutiion 
T have put upom it. 5 


PH1LIPPIANS iv. ver. + 


| Rejoice in the Lord always, aud again 


— 


T ſay rejoice.” 


. Hv made Choice of theſe 


V 


Words, with ſome View to 
MF [el thoſe, who have been pleaſed 
90 repreſent the Chriſtian Re- 
——— ligion in a falſe and diſad- 
vantageous Light, painting it in the dark- 


eſt, and moſt gloomy Colours, and giving 
it a diſcouraging and frightful Aſpect. 


Would we win Men over to the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, we need only to ſhew it 


in its own native Features, and then, it 
JFC Will 


Bo 


TH 


will be fo far from being diſagreeable and 


terrible, that it will appear moſt amiable 
and charming to all its Beholders. 


But on the contrary, whety we paint 


it, as ſome Men do, not with an open 


and chearful, but with a ſour and moroſe 
Countenance, inſtead of engaging, it for- 
bids us to embrace it. Thus, through a 


. miſtaken Teal, they debaſe Chriſtianity, 
inſtead of exalting it; for Men in their 
right Minds can never be perſuaded to 
think, that God intended in general to 
make Miſery the Road to Virtue; (a) nay, 


but that he actually did inter nd, we 


ſhould enjoy as much Happineſs in this 
Life as is conſiſtent with our greateſt and 

| ſupreme Good. As God's Goodneſs was 
the principal Motive inducing Him to 
create us, ſo the ſame Goodneſs muſt al- 


low us to conſult our Happineſs. And 


tho' the preſent World is properly a State 
of Trial, in which we muſt meet, and 


conſequently ſtruggle with many Diffi- 


cuſties; yet as the Spirit of God will be 
ever ready to aſſiſt thoſe who are diſpo- 
ſed to fulfil their Duty, thoſe Difficul- 


ties 


(a) Mr 11% 22 Religion ol Nature, Sea, 9. | 
Pate 174, 178. | 
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ties will be eaſily ſurmounted, and the 
Service of Chriſt become pleaſing and de- 
lightful.; His Toke is eaſy and his Bur- 
then light. On the contrary every Breach 
of the Dihine Laws is naturally ſuc- 
ceeded by*Anguiſh and Remorſe; and a 
Courſe of Diſobedience to them, will in 


its Conſequences lead to a Life of ſettled 


Diſcontent and Miſery. 


Let us then purſue Religion as the 


ſureſt Means of attaining true Happineſs, 


and the beſt Preſer vative againſt Moroſe- 
nels and Aufterity ; (6) aſſuring ourſelves 


that ſhe is ſo far from curbing our reaſo- 


nable Appetites, that ſhe reſtrains us from 


nothing but what would be our Unhap- 


pojineſs to indulge in. Rejoice in the Lord 


always, and again J ſay rejoice; vig. 
as a learned Commentator obſerves, (c) 
Whatever Afflictons or Perſecutions be- 
fal you in the Service of Chiiſt, let 

ES 3 2 e ehem 


(6) Mr Straight's ingenious Sermon upon the Na- 


ure and Advantage of Self-Denial, Love your- 
ſelves to the uttermoſt, deny yourſelves nothing, 


but what is upon the whole diſadvantageous, no- 


thing but what is deſtructive of your higheſt Hop 
- + pineſs, Cf.. | 


(c) Dr Hammond, 


E 
» eee. 


(8%) 


© them be Matter of continual rejoicing 


to you;' or in other Words, Though 
in the World ye may meet with Tribu- 


lation, yet in the Service of God ye will 


find an abundance of Joy: How much 


more, therefore, ſhould we at this Day 


rejoice, who are not in a State of Perſc- 
cution, nor conſequently diſturbed, as the 
firſt Ages of Chriſtianity were, in the 


Practice of our Duty, and the Purſuit of 
our everlaſting Happineſs. 


In diſcourſing to you upon the Words 


of my Text, I ſhall ſhe w, 


I. That a due Senſe of God, or the 
Practice of Virtue and Religion in gene- 
ral, naturally produces Joy and Chear- 


fulneſs i in the Mind of Man. 


II. That the Chriſtian Religion i in PN 
ticular encourages and promotes them. 


ff. That a due Senſe of God, or the 


Practice of Virtue and Religion, vatural- 


ly produces Joy and Chearfulneſs in che 


: Mind of Man. 


He who lives jm an habitual Senſe 
of the Divine Being an his Perfections; 
| who 


n 
— 
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who conſiders him as his great Creator, 
his conſtant Preſerver, and moſt merciful 
Redeemer : He who views him as his righ- 
"teous Judge, that will not only upon 
' true Repentance, pardon his numberleſs 
Sins, and vileſt Offences, but alſo crown 
his ſincere, though imperſect Services, 
with endleſs, ineffable Happineſs ; muſt 
feel a ſubſtantial Pleaſure in the Contem- 
plation of his moſt amiable Attributes, 
and can never want Motives (if he has 
any Ingenuity, or Senſe of Gratitude in 
him) to act in ftrit Conformity to his 
Sacred Will. And if this good Being 

(whoſe Diſpenſations towards his rational 
Creatures are always built upon the wiſeſt 
Reaſons) ſometimes permits him to be 
acquainted with Grief, and ſuffers evil 

Men and evil Spirits to aſſault and out- 

rage him; yet when he conſiders himſelf 
here as in a State of Probation, and that 
his future Rewards will infinitely over= 
balance his preſent Afflictions, he will 
bnd ſomething ever ready to refreſh his 
Spirits, and adminiſter Comfort to him 
under the greateſt Weight and Anguiſh 


of them. For, can he, that os 
this preſent Life only as a ſhort Journey 


1 5 that "a quickly be run over, and the 


Pleaſures, : 


(16) 


Pleaſures, with which he hopes to be 
crowned, at the End of it, in themſelves 
inexpreſſibly great, and eternal in their 


Duration; how can he, I ſay, ever want 


abundant Matter to gladden his Heart, 


and ſweeten i of the bitter 


eſt Life: 7 


Not, that Religion, like the pretend- 


ed Wiſdom of the Storcs, makes Men in- 


ſenſible of Pain. Fact and Experience 


prove the contrary ; but, then, we af- 

firm that Religion is the beſt, nay, the 
only Support under Pain. And a ſub- 
ſtantial Support it is, to conſider with 


ourſelyes, that, beſides the preſent Ap- 


probation and Applauſe of our own 

Hearts, which will ever flow in upon 
us from a Review of our paſt Actions, he 

who lays thoſe Miſeries upon us, or per- 
mits them to befall ns, will repay our 
patient enduring of them with an endleſs 
and uninterrupted State of Happineſs; 


with a Degree of Bliſs ſo exceſſively 
great, as Eye hath not ſeen nor Ear 
heard; neither hath it entred into the 


Heart of Man to conceive. 


Upon the whole, we may take it for 
granted, 
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EO: 
granted, that the Man whom a Spirit of 
Religion actuates, feels abundantly more 
Joy ſpringing up in his Breaſt, than he 
who is forgetful of God, and has a Heart 
inſenſible, or regardleſs of his Duty. 
(4) Nay, the Lite of the wicked Man, 
when overcaſt with Troubles, will be 
moſt exquiſitely miſerable. For, when all 
worldly Comforts fail him, to what can 
he reſort that will afford him Conſolati- 
on? Upon what can he anchor his unſta- 
ble Soul? To what can he flee for Re- 
fuge in the Days of his Diſtreſs? If he is 
deprivd of Happineſs on Earth, he has 
not the leaſt Hopes of any in Heaven. In 

this forlorn Condition, he is like the 
' troubled Sea that cannot reſt, being out- 
wardly diſtreſs d by worldly. Sorrows, 
and inwardly diſtracted by the Horrors of 
a guilty Mind. In this ſad, this miſera- 
ble State, which Way can he turn him- 
ſelf for Eaſe, or where can he apply for 
any the leaſt Abatement of his Pains ? If 
he looks backwards upon his paſt Life, 

Remorſe of Conſcience peirces his Heart, 
and Self-Condemnation wounds his Spirit. 
If he looks forward, and extends his 
CS ook Thoughts 


(d) Nemo malus felix. . JuvENAL, 


( I2 ) - 


Thoughts beyond this dene Scene, 
the different Proſpects of Etefnity, the 
Happineſs of the Bleſſed in Heaven which 
he muſt not enjoy, and the Torments of 
the Damn'd in al Mich he cannot a- 
void, mutually con{ple to aggravate the 
Weight of his Afflictions. So that hu- 
man Imagination cannot paint to itſelf a 
more unhappy, miſerable Creature in the 
Life now preſent. 


oF But the Man whoſe Ways are of ano- 
ther Faſhion, whoſe Life has been form- 


cd on the true Chriſtian Model, directed 


by the holy Spirit of God, and governed 
by his en Laws, will be different- 
ly affected with the Review of his paſt 
N and the Proſpect of a future . 
State. Religion gives to him infinitely 
the Preference and Advanta over the 
wicked. For when he reflects upon his 
pauaſt Life, his own Heart — only ap- 
proves, but applauds his Actions. When 
he looks forward to the great Recom- 
pence that will hereafter be made him, he 
can thence derive Comfort and Satisfacti- 
on, even though the whole Creation 
ſhould be frowning upon him, and all 
Nature looking black about him. ts 
Other 


(223. 9 
Other Arguments will offer themſelyes 
to us, if we confider the natural Tenden- 
cy of ſome particular Virtues to the Pro- 
motion of Happineſs. (e) Do not the 
Virtues of Temperance and Chaſtity, for 
Inſtance, naturally produce 4905 and 
Chearfulneſs in thoſe that poſſeſs them? 
Y Do they not yield unto them many 
eaſy Reflections of Mind, and exempt 
them from many painful Diſorders of Bo- 
dy, which often rack and torture the ſen- 
ſual and the voluptuous ? (g) Nay, how | 
much better does the temperate and ſo- 
ber Man reliſh the Enjoymeats of Life, 
than the intemperate and the debauched ? 
Does not the former by moderating his 
Appetites preſerve their Freſhneſs and 
Vigour, and enable them to taſte the 
good Things of Life with the higheſt Sa- 
tisfaction; while the other loſes his Re- 
liſh and Enjoyment of them, by having 
too much indulg'd himſelf in them? Be- 
tides, Temperance and Chaſtity, Acci- 
© PT dents 
& ) Accipe nunc, N Tus zenuis que quantaq; ſecum 
Meret, * | HoRACE. 


0 ) Conſcientia bene actæ Vitæ multorumens benefattcs 
rum Recordatis Jucund, ima eft, _ Tully de Senectute. 


7 2 ) Viluptate; commendat rariar Hus. 


. 
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dents excepted, (h) do not only prolong 


our Lives, but naturally entail a Fund of 


Health and Happineſs upon us in old 
Age, as they prevent our ſowing the 
Seeds of many painful Diſtempers, which 
a free licentious Life breeds in us; and 


likewiſe check us from an extravagant | 


Proſuſion of that Subſtance (i) which 
ſhould nouriſh and comfort us in the 


Days of Infirmity. How will it aggra- | 


vate the Miſeries of the ſenſual, to reflect, 
that, beſides the Pains they have brought 


upon themſelves by their youthful Sal- 


lies, they have wanton'd away in Exceſs 


and Riot that Subſtance, which ſhould 


have been their Support, when they are 
the leaſt able to help themſelves, and 
Nature ſtands in the greateſt Need! ? Let 


ſuch as theſe be adviſed to make their Re- 
pentance as publick as their Follies ; that 


others may be prevented from following 
their fatal Examples, and that they 
_ themſelves may in ſome Meaſure attone 
for them, by being the Means of preſerv- 
ing ſome, as oy have been the wicked 


Occaſion | 


(% Immodicis brevis a Ales at rara Senectus. 
e HogAcE. 


7) — 


Dura Valetuds inciderit vel tarda Scnedtus. Ibid. 
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Occaſion of miſleading and debauching 


others. Theſe Reflections not only ſhew 


- us the Joy and Pleature, which naturally 


flow from Temperance and Chaſtity, but 
allo teach us to avoid thoſe Miſeries, into 


which the intemperate and the ſenſug are 


ſo often plunged. 


Had we Time to touch upon all the 


Virtues, we might eaſily ſhew, how 
highly the Practice of each of them con- 


Oy (+) not only to the Good of e- 
ſingle Member in particular, but al- 


1 to the Happineſs of the whole Society 
in general; whilſt Luxury and Debauch- 
ery have very oppof te Conſequences at- 


tending them. (J) By theſe, as Hiftory - 


informs us, the moſt flouriſhing Empires 


have been brought to Decay and Ruin; 


and the Proſperity and Happineſs of _ 


States and Kingdoms have ebb'd and 


flow'd, in the fame Proportion as theſc 
Vices have either prevailed or loſt 
Ground. For have not theſe, by break- 


a =” ing 


0 Dr Czarke's moſt excellent Treatiſe upon 
the Evidence of natural and tpvear'd Religion. 


Page 103, 104. 


(7) Tully de Senect. Dun, tac JI 5 120 puſ elt on 
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ing the Conflitutions of Individuals, Þ 
natural Tendency | to weaken and ener- 
vate by Degrees a whole Nation, and 
make it become an eaſy Prey to any am- 


bitious invading Power? On the other 
hand, do not Temperance and Purity 
ſortify the Bodies and Minds of the Peo- 
ple, and ſpirit em up bravely to oppoſe 


all thoſe who attempt to conquer or en- 
ſlave them? 


The Truth of what 1 n e hint 


is fo plain and obvious, ſo agreeable to 
Reaſon, and ſo confirmed by Facts, that 


it expoſes the Abſurdity of that pernici- 
ous and deteſtable Maxim, (m) of pri- 
vate Vices being publick Benefits, to Thi 


ſlighteſt View of the moſt- ſuperficial In- ; 
quirer. | 


T have now faid enough to ſhew, that 


the Practice of Virtue and Religion, in- - 


ſtead of ſinking, naturally tends to raiſe 


Men's Spirits, and inftead of cauſing a 


heavy Heart, and a melancholy Face, 


diffales Gladneſs through the one, and 
N up the other With Joy. But, 
what : 


n) The Fable of te B Bees. 


e 
what a different Kind of Spirit are the 
high-ſtrained, impracticable Notions of a 
modern Set of People likely to produce in 
us, and how do they lead to Melancholy 
and Deſpair, inſtead of Joy and Chear- 
fulneſs? That theſe Notions of theirs are 
without Foundation, wilt more plainly 


appear from my ſecond Head of Dit- 
_ in which L am to ſhew, 


2dly. That the Chriſtian Religion en- 
courages and promotes Joy and Chearful- 
neſs in the Mind of Man.“ = 


St Pant in his Epiſtle to the Colo. 
iv. 6. after having exhorted them to 
_ walk with Wiſdom towards thoſe that 
are without, Vis. To behave with Pru- 
dence and Diſcretion towards the uncon- 
verted World, adds, Let your Speech be 
always with Grace; ui) let it not be 
* whining and melancholy but ſprightly 
© and chearful. And in his 5th Chap. to 
the Theſſ. and 16 Ver. Rejoice evermore; 
which Paſſage very much reſembles the 
Words of my Text, Rejoice in the Lord 
always, and again 7 a rejoice, The 
Apotle 
(n) Dr Hammond's Comment, and Dr Sets 
_ Criſtian Life, Vol, I, Chap, 4. Sect, 3. Page 285. 


FO: 


Apoſtle in another Place reckons Joy and 
Chearfulneſs amongſt the bleſſed Fruits 
and Effects of the Spirit, The Fruit of 
the Spirit is Love and Joy. And in a- 
nother Place he makes the Chriſtian Law 
to conſiſt not in Meat and in Drink, viz: 
In needleſs and unneceſſary Injunctions, 
but in-Righteonſneſs and Peace and Foy 
jun the Holy Ghzjt. Which being oi 
ed to Things unneceſſary, muſt imply 
that thoſe are neceſſary, and therefore, if 
by Righteouſneſs and Peace be meant 
juſtice and Peaceableneſs, and by Joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt Chearfulneſs and Alacri- 
ty in the Diſcharge of our Duty, then 
the laſt of theſe has an equal Title with 
the two former to be rank'd among the 
eſſential Duties of the Chriſtian Religion. 
Our Saviour | as a very remarkable Paſ- 
{age to our prefent Purpole, in the 6th 
Chap. of St %s Goſpel, hen ye faſt, 
be not as the Hevpocrites of a ſad Coun- 
tenauce. jor . they disfigure their Faces 
that they may apvear unto Men to faſt ; 
an” as he id us to be of a ſad Coun- 
tenance when we faſt, and conſequently 
when we pray, Faſting and Prayer uſual- 


ly gecompanying each other, to he enjoins «Fs 


us to be chearful not melancholy and de- 


jected 


C29 3 : 
jected in the Performance of this Duty. 
Nay, he lays a moſt ſevere Charge upon 
| thoſe that are ſo; he accuſes them of Hy- 
pocriſy; and as he knew the Hearts of 
Men his Accuſation muſt be juſt, But 
as for ourſelves who tee not the Springs 
and Motives of Men's Actions, let us not 
preſume to pronounce ſo heavy a Sen- 
tence againſt them; Modeſty however 
allows us to ſay, that their Behaviour is 
wrong, and their Practice erroneous. But 
notwithſtanding theſe Errors, they arro- 
gantly pretend to a more than ordinary 
Meaſure of the Spirit. of God, which, 
when you deſire them to demonſtrate, 
their Anſwer is, that they feel ſtrange 
Joys and inconceivable Raptures, which 
are only to be felt, not expreſs d. So 
that we may, if we pleaſe, believe them 
inſpired, upon their own naked Aſſerti- 
ons, without any Work or Miracle to 
prove that they are ſo. But Strength of 
Perſwaſion is no Mark of Divine Inſpira- 
tion, () © it only proves that to be a 
© Fondling of their own which they 
« falſly call the Offspring of God. Nay, 
| fince the Fruits of the good Spirit are 
OP Eo 5 KS Peace 


e) Mr Lick upon Enthuſiaſm, | 


( 20 ) 
Peace and Joy, we may be ſlave; if they 


are inſpired, they are not inſpired by that 
Spirit; a gloomy, Look, and mournful 


Tone, when they are not the Reſult. of 
natural Conſtitution, looking rather like 
the genuine Fruits of an evil One. 


But _ notwithflanding the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion encourages 2nd promotes Chear- 
fulneſs and Pleaſure in thoſe that profeſs 


it, yet it does not appear from theſe ſacred 
Writings, that the ſettled Pleaſure, and 
ſteady Chearſulneſs, which the Practice 


of it produces, are therefore t6 be attained 
ſuddenly, or by any ſingle Act; but or- 
dinarily, by an uniform Courſe, or Habit 
of Virtne, by him who gradually ripens 
into Perfection, who grows in Grace till 
he comes unto a perfect Man, unto the 
Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of 


Chriſt. But how different from this re- 


gular Growth, and gradual Advancement 
in Religion, are the ungrounded Pretenſi- 
ons of ſome, who grow holy by a ſudden 
inſtantaneous Influx of the Spirit, and 
from the moſt wretched Sinners immedi- 
ately become Saints? How is this Change 
which is wrought in one Moment, recon- 

cileable with St Peter's Gradation of 


„ Virtues? 
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wonder i 
Breaſt, and plunging himſelf into the 
3 deepeſt Sorrow. . ay 
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Virtues? Giving all Diligence add to 


your Faith, Virtue, and to Virtue, 
Knowledge ; and to Knowledge, Tem- 
perance ; and to Temperance, Tatience : 


0 5 


and to Patience, Codlineſs; and to God- 


lineſs, Brotherly-Kinaneſs ; and to Bro- 
ther ly-Kinaneſs, Charity. | 


After a Man, indeed, has ſpent many 
of his Days in a long Courſe of habitual 
Wickedneſs, he will be ſo far from feel- 


ing that Joy and Gladneſs-which a virtu- 


ous Life 2 that we are not to 
f we ſee him ſmiting upon his 


The firſt Eſſays to Repentance muſt 


be grievous, and raiſe in him the utmoſt 


Pain and Confuſion; but when he comes 


to be inured to a Life of Religion, ( 


Cuſtom will make it familiar, Familiarity. 


will make it eaſy, and at laſt Joy and 
Pleaſure will as naturally flow in upon 


the Practice of it, as Light does from the 


- Body of the Sun. Nay, Chearfulneſs 
and Pleaſure are the natural Attendants | 


D upon 


g (þ) Optimum Vita Genus eligito, & Conſuetuds ſa- 
diet. ſucundiſinum. Tully de Senectute. 
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Means, or, to ule the 


iy Writ, to boaſt themſelves that they 
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upon all Chriſtian Duties: Why, there- 


fore, does the Man, who calls himſelf 
emphatically The Believer, who pretends 


to be ſolely guided and directed by. that 
Spirit, the Fruits of which are Peace, 


Joy, and to have an Earneſt, an Aſſurance 


of a Heavenly Reward ; why does he not 
ſhew as much Chearfulneſs in his Face, 
as he feels Joy ſpringing up in his Breaſt ? 


The want of this Mark of the Spirit 


would almoſt induce a charitable Man to 
think, that his Pretenſions to it are vain, 
and his Aſſurance Preſumption. 


We may go on to obſerve that, Spiri- 


tual Pride and Preſumption, are the com- 
mon and ordinary Effects of Enthuſiaſm, 
For when Men are inflamed with their 


© own Devotions, they are too much in- 


| © clined* to think they are not of their 
_© own Kindling, but blown up by ſome- 
thing Divine within them.” This makes 
them proud of their own Opinions, and 
naturally leads them to undervalue that 


Knowledge which is 8 ads by Human 
anguage of Ho- 


are rightcous, and deſpiſe others. 
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I ſhall go on to make one ark more 

e in Favour of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
* *tis this; that it not only diſallows of al 

3 Sourneſs and Moroſeneſs in the Practice 

ol it, but is quite conſiſtent with, and in 


ſome Reſpects productive of Politeneſs 
and Good- breeding. 


If =” mee, and Affability, Courteſy 
and Condeſcention, if adapting ourſelves ” 
to the Taſtes and Sentiments of thoſe with _ 
whom we converſe, or, as the Scripture 
expreſſes it, becomihg | all Things to all 
Men, as far as Reaſon and Innocence will 
allow, are Marks of Politeneſs and Good- 

: breeding, then the Chriſtian Syſtem, in 
_ theſe Reſpects, infinitely excels all other 
religious Inſtitutions. that ever were in 
the World. (9) If the End of Good- 
breeding is to exalt and refine the Nature 
of Man, what can exalt and refine it 
more, than the Religion of Chriſt ? This 
not only checks and reſtrains all irregular 
2; nn. 

77 Mr F. Mer's ingenious Sermon upon the peculi- 
ar Infamy of Vice in an enlightened and polite | 
Age. Outward Forms of Politeneſs are capricious 

and variable, and then only it is a Name of any 


© valuable Significancy, , when human Nature itſelf 


- |. _ + is poliſhed, When the Soul is purged f from all I Ha- 
9 bits of Wickedneſs, &“ 8 


F 
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and diſorderly Appetites that debaſe and 
"degrade us, but pares away and cuts off 
every Thing that's wild and ſavage in us. 
It not only raiſes us infinitely above the 
Brute Creation, but when practis d to 
the higheſt Perfection exalts the Man into 


an Angel: So that the Chriſtian Religi- 


on is ſo far from diſcountenancing Polite- 


neſs and Good- breeding, that it helps to 
promote them, and would be more en- 


gaging to many who think themſelves 
fine Gentlemen, was it impartially exa- 
mined, and better e by them. 


How remarkable was the Behaviour 


of St Paul to our preſent Purpoſe, yOu 
pleading his Cauſe before King — 

King Agrippa believeſt thou the Pro- 

 phets, I know that thou believeſt them . 


(r) Here he anticipates the Anſwer, as if 


he had put the Queſtion too home, and 
replies for him in the genteeleſt and moſt 
winning Manner, I know that thou be- 
lieveſt. The Reaſonableneſs of the Que- 
ſtion, and the Delicacy of the Anſwer, 
{o touched his Princely Mind, that he 
; ingen confelled, almoſt thou per- 
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7 ) Sir Richard Stee?'s Character of St Pau! as @a-* 
well bred Man'and hne Gent! man. 
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ſwadeſt me to be a Chriſtian, (s) The 
Apoſtle in Return ſhews, the great Pow- 
er of his own perſwaſive Words, and a 
Taſte inimitably fine. I would to God 
that not only Thou, but all that hear me 
this Day, were both almoſt and altoge- 
ther ſuch as I am, except theſe Bonds. 
Here the polite and well-bred Man, who 
is ſuppoſed to have his Heart filled with 
the warmeſt Affection, and the moſt un- 
| bounded Benevolence to his Fellow-Crea- 
tures, breaks forth and diſplays himſelf 
in a Manner peculiarly illuſtrious. After 
having wiſhed Agrippa to be like him- 
ſelf, as much a Chriſtian and a Believer, 
as he was, by which he wiſhed him a Fe- 
licity infinitely tranſcending all earthly 
Grandeur and Glory, he then drops the 
Compariſon, and deſires that the Like- 
neſs between them may be extended no 
farther; but that the Caſe of his being a 
Prifoner of Feſus Chriſt, and in Bonds, 
might be always excepted and never af- 
—_ EE. 


So that the Religion of Jeſus not on- 

ly encourages Joy and Chearfulneſs a- 
mongſt its Followers, but is quite conſi= _ 
VVV ä 
(.) Blackwall upon the Sacred Claſſicks. 
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 ANent with, and in foe ReſpeQs, produc- 
tive of Politeneſs and Good- breeding. 


- Tet us not, therefore, ſet off Religion 

in a falſe Light, by aſeribing to her 
thoſe Features that deform inſtead of a- 
dorning her, but paint her as ſhe really 

| ought. to be painted, with a pleaſing and 
an inviting Aſpedt. 


Man is not only a reaſonable, but a 


ſocial Being; Reaſon, therefore, not on- i 


ly directs, but Society obliges him to 
Z contribute to the Pleaſure and Happineſs _ 
of thoſe around him. (tr) All innocent 
Mirth, and eaſy Pleaſantries in Conver- 
ation, as well as innocent Recreations, 
are ſo far from being unallowable, that 
they are commendable, and tend to the 
| e Honour 


(% The Marriage of Cana i in Galilee is an incon- 
teſtable Proof of this Part of my Doctrine. See Dr 
Scot to this Purpoſe, Jol. 1. Chap. 4. Sect. 3. Page 
223, 224, 225, Sc. Alſo, Mr Straight's Sermon 
upon the Character of the Scorner, We allow, 
* lays he, that this Faculty, viz. Riſi bility, was not 
* given to us in vain ;. that there are proper Times. 
and Occaſions to laugh; that Wit and Rallery 
axe Accompliſhments, in their due Place worthy 
tobe eſteemed, 
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Honour ma Glory of God, as they pro- 
mote the Happineſs of Man. Let not 
then the Ent but aſt, who works power- 
fully upon vulgar Minds, brand the 
chearful Chriſtian, with the odious Names 
of Levity or W antonneſs, and miſcall 
innocent Jeſts, idle Words; idle Words 
in Scripture implying falſe, or blaſphe- 
mous Language, ſuch as was that of the 
Phariſees (u), whereby they aſcribed 
the Miracles of of Chriſt to the Power of 
the Devil. > 


on the other Side let us obſerve, that 
as all innocent Mirth and Facetiouſneſs 
are very allowable in our Converſations, 
yet we muſt take great Care to keep 
_ ourſelves always within the Bounds of 
Decency and Religion, and then we ſhall 
neither offend God, nor diſpleaſe Man, 
but advance the Happinefs of the one, 
and the Glory of the other. Let all pro- 
phane Jeſting and reproachful Mirth, be 
branded with the moſt odious Marks of 


Diſgrace, and all obicene and filthy Diſ- 


.courſe, which flows trom a corrupt and 
a debauched Heart, become unfaſhiona- 5 


ble 7 : 


0% Dr Hammond, Matt. xii, 36. 
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ble and be diſcouraged by all Men; thus 
Thall we adorn our moſt holy Profeſſion, 
and ſet it off in a true Light. . 3 
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